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Introduction g

The diversity of students and inclusion in class have become standard settings in
most schools. However, not all educators feel like they are adequately trained to deal
with diversity in general or students with special restrictions.

SOIL qualifies up to 100 educators from seven countries with selected and tested
methods for inclusive teaching. This follows the goal to train educators to deal with
diversity professionally and to recognise the needs of people with disabilities and
satisfy those needs accordingly. The used methods focus on changed structures in
the daily routine, better understandability of educational contents, individualised
learning and learning with the help of digital tools.

The Project SolL T Social Inclusion of Learners is a two year cooperation (12/2016 -
11/2018) of six partners bringing their methodical expertise and their potential for
dissemination of the methods together. On the one hand, SolL provides innovative and
effective best practices in individualized learning - atempo/AT, Schools on the Move/DE,
University East London/UK - and on the other hand an opportunity to disseminate and
introduce it into a system — the above mentioned partners and City Council Maastricht/NL,
The Centre for the Research of Ethnicity and Culture/SR, Centre for Didactic/ RU.

SolL wants to contribute to a new design of thinking throughout a system where each
student is valuable, and nobody has to feel disadvantaged. SolL — Social Inclusion of
Learners is dedicated to all learners across Europe, because the only chance and the only
way to raise adults that respect diversity is to give them an opportunity to experience
diversity in their classrooms, every day.

SolL wants to contribute two key educational CHALLENGES:

The growing diversity of European societies bring opportunities and challenges to all
stakeholders alongside an educational system. The alignment of the European education
policies towards the inclusion of all learners, no matter who they are, into the mainstream
education, is one of the pivotal conditions to foster social integration, mutual understanding
and respect among young people and communities. The first challenge is in the hands of
the policies to provide unlimited opportunities and access to education for all children, to
make sure that heterogeneous communities of learners enter common social spaces, such
as a schools where they learn in common classes regardless of their learning potential,
abilities, social or migrant backgrounds.



The second challenge of inclusion work is the implementation of student-oriented learning
methods.

This means that teachers must assess the students' current academic, social and cultural
status to facilitate the learning process as much as possible. Indeed, child-centred teachers
view their role more as being learning guides rather than merely transmitters of knowledge.

Therefore, skills such as group work guidance, assessing learning styles (and changing
instructions to adapt to students' learning styles), other individualized and adapted learning
approaches, cooperative learning strategies, peer tutoring and strategies to achieve strong
reading skills and literacy for all students are essential for teachers to develop and use in
inclusive classrooms. Three partners of SolL bring their learner-centred best practices into
the project, design a seminar in which these methods are applied and disseminated to all
partner countries, making sure to initiate their further dissemination beyond the project
lifetime and beyond the frontiers of the partner countries. q



